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pletely unprepared for attack, and resistance was useless. Thus
at one blow this stronghold of the west, with 200 cannon, fell
into the hands of the rebels.

Meanwhile the men of Massachusetts were continuing the
work they had begun at Lexington and Concord. Sixteen
thousand armed men advanced on Boston and laid siege to the
town where General Gage and his army were garrisoned.
Behind Charlestown, on the other side of the Charles River,
was a ridge of rising ground, called Bunker's Hill, and the
insurgents, with a military instinct greatly to the credit of men
untrained in the art of war, quickly realised the importance of
seizing this height

One night 1,000 men, under the command of a Massachu-
setts gentleman, named Prescott, marched stealthily up this
slope, and got to work with spades to raise earthworks on the
summit. So quietly was this done that the British sentries
pacing up and down on the other side of the stream, and the
sailors on the men-of-war in the river below, heard no sound of
the digging, no click of the spades, and now and again through
the long night came the * All's well' of the watch as the
officers went their rounds. But as the dawn came and the
dark shadows of the night retreated before the rising sun,
there stood revealed to the astonished eyes of the sailors on
the British ships entrenchments 6 feet high, that had sprung
up on the hill as if by magic. Amazed at this evidence of the
insurgents' energy, the captain of the sloop in the river opened
fire without waiting for instructions, and the booming of his
guns brought the people of Boston and the British officers
rushing down to the quayside to see what had happened.

General Gage instantly called a council of officers, and it
was decided to drive the rebels from their earthworks without
delay, as they were a distinct menace to the safety of Bbston
and the army contained in it. General Howe, the .brother of:
that Lord Howe who had died so gallantly at Ticond^roga in
the old French war, waa given the command of the troops,
who by noon that day were carried in boats across the